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weakened, Gandhi was released on May 24. The question of future
policy, which had been insistent for some time past, became doubly
so, in view of the prospective union of the South African colonies.
General Botha and General Smuts were expected in London towards
the middle of July. Gandhi suggested that an Indian deputation
should visit London, as he hoped that there at least, "the British would
view the imperial question from an imperial rather than a parochial
point of view."
Gandhi and Shcth Haji Habib, a Memon merchant from Porban-
dar, left Capetown on deputation on June 23, reaching London on
July 10. Gandhi was now a changed man. On his way to England he
wrote: "Truth to tell, I rather prefer jail life than a first-class cabin
in this steamer. Here we are more attended to than babies. We are
spoiled with eating. The innumerable servants leave us no room for
physical exertion. I am almost tired of perpetually washing my
hands and keeping them clean. They were far better in Pretoria jail.
Alas! I cannot pray here with the same depth, earnestness and devo-
tion. This is the literal truth. Where there is pomp, where there is
glitter, ease and pleasure, there you cannot remain an humble and
faithful servant of God,"
The Indian deputation failed to make any impression on the
British bureaucrats. Generals Smuts and Botha were already there.
Gandhi worked hard and met many British journalists and Members
of Parliament but with little effect. Gandhi frankly confessed: "The
more I see of them, the more am I tired of calling on persons con-
sidered to be great, It is all a thankless and fruitless task. Everyone
seems to be wrapt in his own thoughts. Those in power have scarcely
any sense of justice for its own sake. They care for maintaining and
magnifying their position. Had it been a question of justice, pure
and simple, it would have been decided long ago. To drudge in this
way, to waste one whole precious day in trying to see at most one or
two persons, to spend money on all this, goes against the grain of a
satyagrahi. Far better to go to jail and suffer. If our demand is
granted, it would be more on account of the hardships endured by
those who have gone to jail than as a result of the labours of the
deputation; and if we fail, the reason would clearly be that we have
not suffered enough."
Lord Ampthill conveyed to Gandhi a message from General Botha.
The message was also an indication of British policy. "General Botha